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Context

Registering a foreign horse requires you to type in data from the passport. It takes a lot of time and 

brings risks to make mistakes on the horse name, date of birth, colour, pedigree… 

The hub project for facilitating exchanges of data between central, studbook and federation 

databases, developed and promoted by the IFCE, was abandoned.

Reliable Identification & Registration is crucial for the equine industry of the future

 

How is this project started? 



• Project was announced at GA WBFSH/WHIRDEC in Billund (2017)

• Roll-out pilot in COVID-19 period

Horselink: the journey from project to product

Motives for digital data exchange:

• wished functionality Studbooks

• enriches databases of Studbooks

• enriches databases of Sporting organisations

• enriches national databases (government)

• strategic goal WBFSH for many years

Requirements for development:

• Replacement of the Hub project

• Easy in use: a webbased tool is needed

• Respect ownership of data, original studbook 

is owner and gives authorities for data sharing

• Database independed



Organizations who initiated the project:

• Netherlands, Studbooks (by EQUIS)

• Luxembourg, Government (by EQUIS)

• Luxembourg, Studbooks (by EQUIS)

• France, IFCE (using API)

• Delta Horses (provider EQUIS and developer of EQUIS and HorseLink)

Organisations who are connected:

• Belgium (BWP, by EQUIS)

• Canada (CWHBA, by EQUIS)) 

• Norway (NV, by EQUIS)

• Romania (using API)

Horselink: a tool developed by Delta Horses



Demo Horselink



Overview – how it works



With data permissions, everyone can set which data will be shared.

• Overall 2 types of permissions:

• Grant permission to view all animal data for a certain period or lifetime

• Request/issue individual authorization per animal for a certain period or lifetime

Start with data permissions





Basic information horses 

(national database EU level)







• Dutch studbook (KWPN) search a horse

• Animal details: KING EDWARD, Stallion, Chip: 981100002419252

• Situation: 

• The animal was found at BWP and it issued the passport. 

• The studbook requests the pedigree for registration in its own system.

Situation 1 from a studbook perspective











• French organization (IFCE) is looking for an animal in the Benelux

• Animal: ROXANNE VAN HET BRIJDTHOF, Mare, Chip: 981100004442378

• Situation: Animal was found at KWPN and BWP. The search results show that BWP has 

issued the passport and that you will then apply for it.

Situation 2 from a (government) organization











• Situation: An imported horse is registered with a studbook, but the previously issued 

passport is missing.

• Dutch studbook (KWPN) is searching for animal details with microchip nr (required in EU)

• Animal chip: 981100004974500

Situation 3 Horse registration studbook without passport







• Established in 1999

• Delta Horses plays a crucial role in digitalisation of the 

equine industry

• Most extended studbook solution available on the 

market 

• >90% of all studbook registrations in the Netherlands 

are registered by the Equis platform. 

• >70% of all (professional) stallion owners in the 

Netherlands are using our software solution. 

• Since 2010 also implementations in Europe and USA.

• Customers about our product: 

"The EQUIS Platform is the digital aorta of horse 

farming."

We are Delta Horses



                 

   
       

    
         

   
         

  

Why opt for EQUIS?





Available insight functions:

a) Searching horses

b) Basic information horses (national database EU level)

c) Authorization setup for sharing extended data

d) Extended information horses: Pedigree insight (and later: sport information)

Next steps in 2024:

a) Relaunching pilot phase

b) Developing integration and exchange data to external databases

Recap EQUIS Horselink product is live



• Starting new pilot period during 2024

• No costs for pilot period

• Registration period for pilot participation is November ‘23 to January ’24

• Every studbook and government organization can participate the pilot

• API based or user of EQUIS platform

• After pilot period: 25% discount for participants for next 2 years

• EQUIS Horselink product is included for EQUIS platform users.

Relaunching EQUIS Horselink



If you want to join the project, contact us:

Contact

https://deltahorses.nl/en/horselink
info@deltahorses.nl

Emillie Goulas  emillie.goulas@ifce.fr
     whirdec@ifce.fr



Thank you for your attention!
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